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Latin Appreciation Workshop 

Latin Made Fun & Easy! 
Session VI of IX 

I 

THE GENITIVE CASE 

So far, we have learnt about the Nominative and the Accusative case. They 
indicate whether a noun is a subject or an object. But how do we say that this thing 
belongs to someone? 

In English, we say: this is Ah Beng’s handphone, or this is the handphone of 
Ah Beng1. This is to say that the owner is Ah Beng. In Latin, Ah Beng will therefore 
take the Genitive Case. 

The Genitive Case therefore tells us who the owner is.  

 

 

If you noticed, the Genitive Case for the 2nd Declension male and neuter words 
is exactly the same.  

So how do we use it? Let us look at some examples: 

 æ      
 æ      

 

  
     

                                                            
1 This manner of speech is more frequent with people whose native language is a Latin‐based language, e.g. 
French, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish. 

Genitive

Female

bonæ
(sg)

bonarum
(pl)

Male & 
Neuter

boni
(sg)

bonorum
(pl)
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But we have a problem! In the 1st and 2nd Declensions, the Genitive singular 

looks like the Nominative plural! So how? Well, you’ll need to read it in context. 

Let’s consider an example to figure out what we should do: 

    

Rule Number #1: ALWAYS LOOK AT THE VERB FIRST! 

 Determine if the verb is singular or plural 

Rule Number #2: Find the corresponding singular/plural 
nominative word 

Rule Number #3: Find the accusative word 

Rule Number #4: The remaining word which looks like a 
Nominative Plural would probably be your Genitive  

The verb gives us a clue as to whether the subject (nominative) is singular or 
plural. In this case, the verb is portat (3rd Person, singular). We have two nominative 
words: puella and viri. However, viri is plural, and cannot be the subject of the 
sentence. We can therefore conclude that puella is the subject. Next we find the 
object (accusative). Pecuniam is the only word that is in the Accusative case. We now 
know what the sentence basically means: the girl carries money. But what about viri? 
Since it is not a Nominative, we can now conclude that it is a Genitive, and since it is 
besides pecuniam, we can conclude that is pecuniam viri – the money of the man (or 
the man’s money). Our sentence therefore means: The girl carries the money of the 
man.  

If you didn’t understand the previous paragraph, that’s ok. We’ll do some 
simple exercises. 
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II 

SIMPLE GRAMMAR EXERCISE V 

Try to fill in the blanks below. The Nominative (subject) singular is given for 
each.  

 1st Declension 2nd Declension 
(male) 

2nd Declension 
(neuter) 

sg pl sg pl sg pl 

Sub puella puellæ discipulus discipuli cælum cæla 

Gen puellæ puellarum discipuli discipulorum cæli cælorum 

Obj puellam puellas discipulum discipulos cælum cæla 

Sub femina  vir  donum  

Gen       

Obj       

Sub ancilla  puer  bellum  

Gen       

Obj       

Sub poeta  servus  oppidum  

Gen       

Obj       

Sub nauta  magister  argentum  

Gen       

Obj       

 

III 

TRANSLATION EXERCISE III 
Try doing some of these translations to get a hang of the Genitive case: 

 

1. Agnus puellæ 2. Pecunia feminæ 

3. Cibus poetæ 4. Aqua nautæ 

5. Pecuniam feminarum 6. Cibus puellarum 
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7. Aqua nautarum 8. Liber poetarum 

9. Aqua viri 10. Liber pueri 

11. Cibus pueri 12. Discipulus magistri 

13. Puerorum aquam 14. Discipulos magistrorum 

15. Agnus pueri 16. Pecunia discipulorum 

17. Cibi puerorum 18. Pecuniæ feminarum 

 

IV 

NOUNS IN A LATIN DICTIONARY 
Now that you know what the Genitive case is, we can now talk about how to 

use a Latin dictionary. Whenever you open a Latin dictionary and look for nouns, 
you’ll tend to see entries like this:  

nauta, -æ, m: sailor  
 

 

 

The Genitive ending in the dictionary entry will tell you which declension a 
noun belongs to. 

Declension Genitive Ending 
1st -æ 
2nd -i 
3rd -is 
4th -us 
5th -ei 

 

The Genitive ending and its gender will tell you which set of patterns to you. 
For example: 

, æ, : 1   

The Noun 
Always in the Nominative 
(subject) Case 

English MeaningGenitive Ending 
 

Gender 
Either male, female, or 
neuter 
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, , :  2   

, , :
2    

 

From this point onwards, all nouns will be introduced in this same manner. 

 

V 

INTRODUCTION TO PREPOSITIONS I 
Quite simply, prepositions are words like: above, below, around, in, on, into, 

onto, under, through, towards. In a way, these words are used to tell you about the 
position of something. But they can also tell you more (but more about that later). 
We shall look at some very basic prepositions: 

To be used with Accusative Case 

ad 
to, towards 

ante 
before 

apud 
at, near, among 

circum 
around 

circa/circiter 
about 

contra 
against 

ad 
to, towards 

ante 
before 

apud 
at, near, among 

circum 
around 

circa/circiter 
about 

contra 
against 

 

These prepositions are supposed to be used with the Accusative case, for 
example: 

    

    

So when used in a typical sentence, it would look something like this: 

   
      . 
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VI 

VOCABULARY 

Here are some nouns to get you going: 

casa, -æ, f: house 
insula, -æ, f: island 
patria, -æ, f: home land 
porta, -æ, f: gate, entrance 
scapha, -æ, f: small boat 

schola, -æ, f: school 
mundus, -i, m: world 
murus, -i, m: wall 
oppidum, -i, n: town 

 

VII 
LATIN PRAYERS 

Try reading out the following prayers in Latin first. Then, looking at the 
English texts, try to figure out the meaning of the Latin words. 

Eternal Father 

Pater ætérne, 

óffero tibi Corpus et Sánguinem, 

ánimam et divinitátem 

dilectíssimi Fílii Tui, 

Dómini nostri, Iesu Christi, 

in propitiatióne pro peccátis nostris  

et tótius mundi. 

Eternal Father, 

I offer You the Body and Blood, 

Soul and Divinity 

of Your dearly beloved Son, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in atonement for our sins  

and those of the whole world. 

 

For the Sake 

Pro dolorósa Eius passióne, 

miserére nobis  

et tótius mundi. 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, 

have mercy on us  

and on the whole world. 

 

Holy God 

Sanctus Deus, Sanctus Fortis, 

Sanctus Immortalis, 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 

Holy Immortal One, 
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miserére nobis et tótius mundi. have mercy on us and on the whole 

world. 

 

 


