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Latin Appreciation Workshop 

Latin Made Fun & Easy! 
Session V of IX 

I 

SUBJECT & OBJECT 

Before we can touch on verbs, it is very important to understand what subjects 
and objects are. 

Let us consider this sentence: 

Man bites dog. 
 

 

For ease of understanding, let us just consider it as this for the time being: The 
subject is the doer. The object is the receiver. The man is the person biting, while the 
dog is the poor victim of the bite.1  

Here is another sentence:  

I carry water. 
 

 

Here, the subject is me. I am doing the carrying. The water, being the object, is 
the recipient of my action and hence is being carried. 

If you already have a subject and object, the other nouns in the sentence will 
not be subjects or objects. 

                                                            
1 You will eventually learn, when you touch on passive verbs that the subject is the receiver while the object is 
the do‐er. However, because we are not going to deal with passive verbs in this book (we shall deal with only 
active verbs), we shall focus primarily on the point that in those cases, the subject is always the doer.  

Subject 
(Nominative) 

Object 
(Accusative) 
 

Subject 
(Nominative) 

Object 
(Accusative) 
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II 

SIMPLE GRAMMAR EXERCISE I 

In each of the following sentences, underline the subject and circle the object. 

1. The stupid mosquito bit me! 2. Ah Seng ordered Kopi-O at the 
coffeeshop 

3. The student submitted his homework 4. Blur Sotong never uses his brains. 

5. That pai kia just vandalised the wall 6. He walked to Toa Payoh. 

7. Hello! Why are you sleeping on this 
bed? You think Ikea your house ah? 

8. Aiyoh! ERP sucked money from my 
cashcard again! 

9. Fei Zai’s mother told him to go 
exercise in the gym. 

10. Ah Lian brought back durians for 
everyone! 

 

III 

NOUNS: SINGULAR & PLURAL 

So far, we have learnt that the plural of puella is puellæ, while the plural for 
discipulus is discipuli. This only applies when these nouns are used as the subject. 
But when used as the object in a sentence, the ending differs. 

 
 

Ancilla

subj

ancilla
(sg)

ancillæ
(pl)

obj

ancillam
(sg)

ancillas
(pl)
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IV 

SIMPLE GRAMMAR EXERCISE II 

Try to fill in the blanks below. The Subject singular is given for each. What is 
the Subject plural? What is the Object singular and plural? 

 1st Declension 2nd Declension 
(male) 

2nd Declension 
(neuter) 

sg pl sg pl sg pl 

Sub puella puellæ discipulus discipuli cælum cæla 

Obj puellam puellas discipulum discipulos cælum cæla 

Sub femina  vir  donum  

Obj       

Sub ancilla  puer  bellum  

Episcopus

subj

episcopus
(sg)

episcopi
(pl)

obj

episcopum
(sg)

episcopos
(pl)

Cælum

subj

cælum
(sg)

cæla
(pl)

obj

cælum
(sg)

cæla
(pl)
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Obj       

Sub poeta  servus  oppidum  

Obj       

Sub nauta  magister  argentum  

Obj       

 

V 

PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE VERBS 

What on earth does Present Active Indicative mean? Basically, this refers to 
the group of verbs used in daily life to describe things in the present tense. This 
include verbs like: I walk, you sing, we eat, they cry, you all run, he is thirsty, Bob is 
building, Ah Long is vandalising. 

So how do we express this in Latin? Here’s the table that explains everything: 

 sg pl 

1st 
Person 

specto 
I watch 

I am watching 

spectamus 
We watch 

We are watching 

2nd 
Person 

spectas 
You watch 

You are watching 

spectatis 
You (all) watch 

You (all) are 
watching 

3rd 
Person 

spectat 
He watches 

He is watching 

spectant 
They watch 

They are watching 
 

An easy way to remember the verb endings is to remember: 

O-S-T, M-S-T  
O-S-T, MUS-TIS-NT 
(if you look at the above table, I have underlined the endings.) 
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In Latin, there is no distinction between do and doing (e.g. walk vs. walking). 
It is up to you to read in context which English form is more appropriate.  

There can be confusion between the earlier verbs: sum, sumus, es, estis, est, 
and sunt. Especially when trying to translate from English to Latin.  

For example: I am watching – this may be mistranslated into sum specto. But 
this would be wrong. The word “I am” is already contained within the word specto.  

     
      !

   OR      ! 

For ease of learning, let us just take it that the be verbs – sum, sumus, es, 
estis, est, and sunt – are to be used only for describing nouns and not used with any 
other verbs.2 (In the future, you will learn otherwise, but let’s not confuse ourselves 
here in the mean time.) 

It is important to note that you use only the plural verbs when your subject is 
plural.  

Singular: Puella spectat 
Plural: Puellæ spectant 

In a simple sentence, you have a subject, object, and a verb. For example: 

Boy watches girl 
Subject: Boy 
Object: Girl 

Verb: Watches 

In Latin, that translates into: 

Puer spectat puellam 
Nominative (Subject): Puer 

Accusative (Object): Puellam 
Verb: Spectat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
2 For ease of understanding, I have explained it as such. But in the future, when we learn more advance verbs, 
the explanation given does not apply. 
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Here are more examples: 

stella/stellæ 
star 

stellas specto 
 
Subject: I (from specto) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: specto (I watch) 

stellas spectas 
 
Subject: You (from 
spectas) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectas (You watch) 

stellas spectat 
 
Subject: He (from 
spectat) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectat (He watch) 
 

stellas spectamus 
 
Subject: We (from 
spectamus) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectamus (We 
watch) 

stellas spectatis 
 
Subject: You all (from 
spectatis) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectats (You all 
watch) 
 

stellas spectant 
 
Subject: They (from 
spectant) 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectant (They 
watch) 

puella stellas spectat 
 
Subject: puella 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectat (he/she/it 
watch) 

puellæ stellas spectant 
 
Subject: puellæ 
Object: stellas (the stars) 
Verb: spectant (they 
watch) 

 

 

A general rule is: Always look at the verb first! If the verb is in the 3rd Person 
case, either –t or –nt, then check to see if there is any noun in the nominative case. 
Then find the noun in the accusative case to see who’s doing what. 

 

VI 

VOCABULARY 

Here are some verbs to get you started: 

ambulo 
I walk 

amo 
I love 

manduco 
I eat 

navigo 
I sail 

porto 
I carry 

specto 
I watch 
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Here are some nouns to get you going: 

1st Declension 

aqua 
water 

insula 
island 

pecunia 
money 

stella 
stars 

2nd Declension (male) 

ager 
field 

agnus 
lamb 

cibus 
food 

liber 
book 

2nd Declension (neuter) 

argentum 
silver 

cælum 
heaven/sky 

donum 
gift 

lignum 
wood 

 

VII 

SIMPLE GRAMMAR EXERCISE III 

Trying writing plural nominative and both the singular and plural accusatives 
for the words given below: 

 1st Declension 2nd Declension 
(male) 

2nd Declension 
(neuter) 

sg pl sg pl sg pl 

Sub aqua  ager  argentum argenta 

Obj     argentum argenta 

Sub insula  agnus  cælum cæla 

Obj     cælum cæla 

Sub pecunia  cibus  donum  

Obj       

Sub stella  liber  lignum  

Obj       

 

  



AM+DG  For more resources and updates, please visit 
http://latinappreciation.wordpress.com/  

8 
 

VIII 

SIMPLE GRAMMAR EXERCISE IV 

Try filling in the other forms of the verb. 

 sg pl sg pl sg pl 
1st 
P 

ambulo ambulamus amo  manduco  

2nd 
P ambulas ambulatis     

3rd 
P ambulat ambulant     

1st 
P 

navigo  porto  specto  

2nd 
P 

      

3rd 
P 

      

 

IX 
LATIN PRAYERS I 

Try reading out the following prayers in Latin first. Then, looking at the 
English texts, try to figure out the meaning of the Latin words. 

Salve Regina 

Salve, Regína, Mater misericórdiæ, 

vita, dulcédo et spes nostra, salve. 

 

Ad te clamámus, éxsules fílii Evæ. 

 

Ad te suspirámus geméntes et flentes 

in hac lacrimárum valle.  

 

Eia ergo, advocáta nostra, illos tuos 

misericórdes óculos ad nos convérte. 

Et Iesum benedíctum fructum 

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, 

Hail our life, our sweetness and our 

hope!  

To thee do we cry, poor banished 

children of Eve.  

To thee do we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this valley of 

tears!  

Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, 

thine eyes of mercy toward us, 

and after this, our exile, show unto us the 
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ventris tui, nobis, post hoc exsílium, 

osténde.  

O clemens, O pia, O dulcis 

Virgo María. 

blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin 

Mary. 

 

 


