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Latin Appreciation Workshop 

Latin Made Fun & Easy! 
Session III of IX 

I 

PREDICATES 

The first thing to note about Latin Grammar is that most of the time, the 
grammar is located at the end of the word. The ending will tell you whether it is a 
singular or plural, subject or object, etc. 

Let us consider this sentence: 

The squid is blur. 
 

 

 

In this case, squid is the subject because we’re talking about the squid. 

We are predicating blur-ness to the squid. That means, we are saying 
something about the squid. When we say sentences like this, we are just describing 
things. 

Let’s have another example: 

Hello Kitty is cute. 
 

 

Again, we are saying something about Hello Kitty. What are we saying? We 
are saying that it has the quality of cute-ness to it. 

 

 

 

Subject 
(Nominative) 

Predicate 
(Nominative)* 
* To make life easier, we’ll call it 
the nominative as well 

Subject 
(Nominative) 

Predicate 
(Nominative) 
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Or we can say something like: 

Ah Long is a loanshark. 
 

 

 

Who are we talking about now? Ah Long, right? And what are we saying about 
Ah Long? We are predicating loanshark to him. That means, we are describing Ah 
Long, and saying that he is a loanshark. 

 

II 

VERB: TO BE 

Likewise, in Latin, the following verbs are used to describe things: 

sum 
I am 

sumus 
We are 

es 
You are 

estis 
You (all) are 

est 
He/she/it is 

sunt 
They are 

 

III 

SUBJECT PRONOUNS 

In Latin, the pronouns are already contained within the verb. For example, 
when saying: sum, we are saying “I am”. However, should we want to put emphasis 
on the subject, we do so by using the following subject pronouns. 

Subject 
(Nominative) 

Predicate 
(Nominative) 
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ego 
I 

nos 
We 

tu 
You 

vos 
You (all) 

is / ea / id 
He / she / it 

ei / eæ / ea 
They 

(male/female/neuter) 
 

Here is an example: 

         

         

 

IV 

VOCABULARY 

Here are some nouns to get you started: 

Singular / Plural 

English Meaning 

Eva / Evæ 
Eve 

Maria / 
Mariæ 

Mary 

Paulus / Pauli 
Paul 

Petrus / Petri 
Peter 

Filia / Filiæ 
Daughter 

Femina / 
Feminæ 

Woman 

Filius / Filii 
Son 

Vir / Viri 
Man 

Puella / 
Puellæ 

Girl 

Ancilla / 
Ancillæ 

Maid 

Puer / Pueri 
Boy 

Servus / Servi 
Servant/Slave 

Nauta / 
Nautæ 

Sailor 

Poeta / Poetæ 
Poet 

Magister / 
Magistri 

Teacher 

Discipulus / 
Discipuli 

Student/Disciple 
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V 

WORD ORDER 

Also, another thing to note is that in Latin, the word order within a phrase 
doesn’t matter. In English, there is a huge difference between “man bites dog” and 
“dog bites man”. But in Latin, no matter how you arrange those words, the meaning 
in the sentence remains the same. Here’s an example: 

          .
    .

 

 

          .
    .

 

While est and sunt refers to he/she/it and them: when you have more than 
one subject, e.g. Maria puella est, the he/she/it/they is usually replaced by the first 
subject (though you should read the context first). 

             

æ             

 

VI 

NEGATION 

Another important word to know is the word: 

non 
not 

Examples are probably better in explaining how this works: 

           
Becomes 
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VII 

FOUR WAYS OF SAYING: AND 

There are 4 ways of saying “and”: 

et 
Maria et Eva 

-que 
Maria Evaque 

ac 
Maria ac Eva 

atque 
Maria atque Eva 

 

All of the above simply mean: Mary and Eve 

How do you know when to use which? Well, it’s up to you. Et is the most 
commonly used form of the word “and”.  People tend to use either forms so as to 
make their sentence sound more refined or poetic. But that’s really up to you. 

Occasionally, you will come across two “et”-s in a phrase, e.g. Et Maria et Eva. 
When you see two “et”-s, it is read as: Both Mary and Eve. 

 

VIII 

BUT 

For the purpose of this beginner level book, we shall just learn one way of 
saying “but”: 

sed 
nauta sum sed poeta es 
I am a sailor but you are a poet.  

The word, sed, is used in the same way as in English. 
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IX 

ASKING SIMPLE QUESTIONS 

Asking questions is easy! To ask a question, formulate a sentence (as though it 
is the answer), and just add the “-ne” to the first word of the question. 

Example I 

          . 
Becomes 

  ?         ? 
 

Example II 

        . 
Becomes 

  ?       ? 
 

X 

ANSWERING SIMPLE QUESTIONS 

To answer a question, the proper way is to state the answer in full. Be sure to 
change the verb to a first person if someone is asking you a question. 

   ? 
   OR       

Alternatively, you may answer in an informal way by saying: 

ita vero 
yes 

minime 
no 
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XI 

LATIN PRAYERS I 
Try reading out the following prayers in Latin first. Then, looking at the 

English texts, try to figure out the meaning of the Latin words. 

Sub Tuum Præsidium 

Sub tuum præsídium confúgimus, 

sancta Dei Génetrix; 

nostras deprecatiónes ne despícias 

in necessitátibus; 

sed a perículis cunctis 

líbera nos semper, 

Virgo gloriósa et benedícta. 

We fly to thy protection, 

O holy Mother of God. 

Despise not our petitions 

in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 

from all dangers 

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 

Before Meals 

Bénedic Dómine, nos et hæc tua dona,  

quæ de tua largitáte sumus sumptúri. 

 

Per Christum Dóminum nostrum. Amen. 

Bless us, O Lord, and this Thy gifts 

which we are about to receive from Thy 

bounty. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

After Meals 

Ágimus tibi grátias, omnípotens Deus, 

pro univérsis benefíciis tuis: 

Qui vivis et regnas in sǽcula sæculórum. 

Amen. 

We give Thee thanks, almighty God, 

for all Thy benefits, 

who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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XII 

FROM THE ROMAN MISSAL 
 

RITUS INITIALES 
 

V. In nómine Patris, et Fílii, et Spíritus 

Sancti. 

R. Amen. 

V. In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
R. Amen. 

V. Grátia Dómini nostri Iesu Christi, et 

cáritas Dei, et communicátio Sancti 

Spíritus sit cum ómnibus vobis. 

Vel: Grátia vobis et pax a Deo Patre 

nostro et Dómino Iesu Christo. 

Vel: Dóminus vobíscum. Populus  

 

R. Et cum spíritu tuo. 

V. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the 
communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
Or: Grace to you and 
peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
Or: The Lord be with 
you.  
 
R. And with your spirit. 

V. Fratres, agnoscámus peccáta nostra, ut 

apti simus ad sacra mystéria celebránda. 

V. Brethren, let us 
acknowledge our sins, 
that we may prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the 
sacred mysteries. 

Confíteor Deo omnipoténti et vobis, 

fratres, quia peccávi nimis cogitatióne, 

verbo, ópere et omissióne: mea culpa, mea 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned  in my 
thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have 
done and in what I have 
failed to do, through my 
fault, through my fault, 
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culpa, mea máxima culpa. Deinde 

prosequuntur: Ideo precor beátam 

Maríam semper Vírginem, omnes Angelos 

et Sanctos, et vos, fratres, oráre pro me ad 

Dóminum Deum nostrum. 

through my most grievous 
fault; therefore I ask 
blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God. 

V. Misereátur nostri omnípotens Deus et, 

dimissís peccátis nostris, perdúcat nos ad 

vitam aetérnam. 

R. Amen. 

V. May almighty God 
have mercy on us and 
lead us, with our sins 
forgiven, to eternal life. 
R. Amen. 

V. Kyrie, eléison. 
R. Kyrie, eléison. 

V. Christe, eléison. 
R. Christe, eléison. 

V. Kyrie, eléison.  
R. Kyrie, eléison. 

 

 

  


